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Liebe LeserInnen,  

 

What better time to be heading overseas for a ten week ad-

venture than during your break? On behalf of GASS, 

SAGSE and your generous sponsors, I would like to con-

gratulate all of you on being successful in achieving this, as 

they donôt come easily.  

Iôm sure youôve all already head countless stories of past 

experiences from previous scholarship winners ï myself 

included probably ï and I encourage all of you to make this 

experience your own. The ten weeks will fly by and youôll 

be saying goodbye before you realise, so do as much as you 

can while you can with your host families. There will be 

differences between how the Germans go about things, but 

take it in your stride and enjoy every minute of it and youôll 

get the most out of it. 

As for the language barrier, embrace it! The Germans will 

love to have an opportunity to speak English, but you 

should take this opportunity to use your German. The more 

you use it, the better youôre going to get and you might as 

well, seeming youôve just flown half way around the globe. 

Donôt worry about making mistakes, because that will in-

variably happen and cause a good deal of laughing for all 

involved. For example, I remember a friend of mine (who 

shall remain nameless) who wanted to know when the next 

bus was arriving, asking the man at the bus stop whether he 

indeed was the bus stop, which resulted in much confusion, 

realisation of the mistake and laughter. Needless to say she 

never called anyone a bus stop again. The point Iôm trying 

to make is that youôre only going to get out what you put in 

and you have been given such a great opportunity to do just 

that.  

Have the best time and be comforted in the fact that we are 

all extremely jealous! 

 

Drew Teese 

President 

GASS Victoria 

president@gassvic.org.au 

Drew setting a great example  

by embracing new opportunities....  

Look, lets just get this out of the way. My schreib-

tisch is not up to the standard of my benchmark of 

amazingness, but ending with a bang was just never 

my thing - just like Rove you might say. I believe 

ending with a bang and making everyone miss my 

column would simply be the greatest atrocity in 

Australian history. I've done this for the good of 

man.  

  

So, to get straight to it....Sup ? Whats up ? Thatôs 

whack ! Playstation. Sup ? Sup, whats up ? Sup 

whats up with the whack playstation sup. 

  

2009. The year that was. The year of Barack Hus-

sein OôBama, the death of Michael Jackson, the 

anniversary of the Berlin Wall and most impor-

tantly, the International Year of Natural Fibres. The 

year 2009 has been a tough one though. Weôve seen 

natural disasters, death and global economic hard-

ship, the exchange rate going up, terrorists every-

where, the end of FRIENDS, the lack of a Austra-

lian tourism slogan and the worst Australian Idol 

ever. But none of those things are ceasing the influx 

of overseas tourists aka boatpeople. 

  

However some tourists are put off by the Australian 

way of life. Scared off by horror films such as Wolf 

Creek, the Undead, and The Hey Hey Reuinion. 

The tourism industries of Europe see this great arid 

landscape as the home of deadly snakes, spiders, 

sharks and stingers. Crikey, I wonder where they 

got that from ?  

 

Editing naja for the past year has been fantastic, and 

something which Iôve really enjoyed doing. Hope-

fully youôve enjoyed reading my crazy antics. Lau-

ren has big shoes to fill, I know, but give her a go. 

She be right. Her schreibtisch will be more educa-

tional and about the actual naja, rather than random 

rants.  

  

Editor in Chief - Taurin Eimermacher is no more. 

My new name is Just Taurin Eimermacher.  

  

And thatôs how Taurin thinks it. 

This issue is 

proudly dedicated 

to Egon as he 

once again readily  

supports the 

month of  

Movember.  

Man of the Month 

mailto:hostfamilies@gassvic.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3202032&id=602151038


Val Rozen is this years group 
leader.  She has an extensive 
knowledge of the GASS commu-
nity as a GASSIE and now the 
NSW president.  

Feel free to contact your group 
leader at any time during you 
exchange as they will become 
your rock, helper and close 
friend.  

Keeping up communications 
with your group leader is impor-
tant so they can resolve any 
problems with your host family 
or discuss any issues you may 
have.  

This years banquet was once again held at 

the Park Hyatt in Melbourne, the perfect 

forum for welcome the new stipis to the 

GASS family.  

While a stunning 3 course dinner was 

served the GASSies grabbed their tins and 

tickets and got selling for the raffle. 

They raised an enormous amount with 

their persistent and persuasive skills and 

even topped the efforts of last year.  

As the night went on the festivities were 

enhanced by some poppy tunes from 

Moondance as everyone hit the dance 

floor.  

All in all it was an amazing evening and 

we all enjoyed catching up and celebrat-

ing the comings of a new SAGSE year. 

With many thanks to Tess Mahony crossword and answers can be found online at... 

http://www.armoredpenguin.com/crossword/Data/2009.11/1105/11051329.546.html 

This was us last year and 

this year. As you can see 

the friendships you make 

on this exchange are long 

lasting and groups stay 

close together. Donôt be 

afraid to let your guard 

down and show these peo-

ple who you really are.  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4500470&id=713160710


Meeting at some unholy hour on Monday 

morning in August the Victorian Stipis plus a 

few random others departed from their host 

families with many tears to visit obviously the 

best capital city in the worldé.Canberra. Yes 

we may all laugh at the Germans, we got to go 

to Berlin whilst they got the excitement of 

roundabouts. Whatôs more was the lovely 3 

hours train trip followed by an intensely long 

bus trip where Andrew and I kept amused by 

singing (which Iôm sure wasnôt pleasant for 

everyone else), attempting to sleep, listening to 

music and I think the best time spent was trying 

to do my homework for Englishéyeah Iôm 

cool. 

 

Eventually we made it to this ñcapitalò city of ours got off the bus and then had to walk to our accommoda-

tion. Walking became some what of a trend with the completely heinous experience which was the Canberra 

public transport system. At one stage we waited several minutes whilst the bus driver printed out 28 individ-

ual bus tickets, it was an exciting wait. Another time attempting to get back to Canberra central some com-

muters would have laughed as they saw Coke (thatôs me!!) and Andrew run after and fail to catch two buses 

in a row before resorting back to singing to console our failed efforts. 

 

However, not everything in Canberra was an epic fail. We treffed with some lovely GASSieôs from Sydney 

including the legendary Lachie who entertained for the week with his guitar and the rang-tacular Angus. We 

also had the pleasure of attending Parliament House as well as the German Embassy in which we were pro-

vided drinks (lucky seeing as though the Germans had to walk there) and a whole lot of Haribo. We allowed 

the Stipis to learn a little more about Australian history whilst some GASSieôs abandoned ship to grab a 

much needed coffee. There was also some Party to be made as our little Germans hadnôt seen each other in 2 

months and the YHA was MORE then happy to accommodate this aspect of the camp, well sortaé 

 

Perhaps the best night of the camp was the last in which we 

took revenge on the Germanôs slow walking habits (it was 

cold ok and they just wouldnôt walk just that little bit faster). 

After first confusing them on the way to the RSL for dinner, 

a plan was devised to make these kids suffer. As we sat con-

tent around the tables upstairs 2nd Year Ben got an interesting 

phone call informing him that OH NO! There was going to 

be a bus strike the next day throughout the whole of Canberra 

and Sydney. Of course if we didnôt catch the bus at 9.30 that 

night the Stipis would miss their flight homeéit was about 

8.30. So we told them to run J and run they did and within a 

few minutes of getting back to the youth hostel bags were 

appearing outside doors (Just so you are aware we were sit-

ting in our room pissing ourselves laughing). When told the truth the Germans still didnôt quite get it and 

when they did well they got a little cranky, in fact my host sister put me in a head lockéGermanôs have 

great grip apparently. 

 

So Canberra a fun filled week which promoted fitness on many levels. Itôs no Berlin but does allow for some 

decent Party machen as well as some great prankage. 

 

Coke/Nicola 
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Movie Night this year was an intimate 

affair, held at the ódelightfulô Forest Hill 

Hoyts, where it has to be said the carpet 

can be stickier than that pub you vowed 

never to return to, only to find yourself 

there the next Saturday night.  

The film was Harry Potter, and this re-

viewer found it to be a far less engrossing 

the second time around, and hence my 

attention was drawn to my fellow GAS-

Sies. This didnôt please some of the unfor-

tunate fellow patrons, however, so we did 

have to tone done the volume of any hilar-

ity which the film may have unwittingly 

provided us.  

Just as an aside, Hannah was disappointed 

with the lack of crunchy M&Ms in the 

packet, and I was disappointed with the 

fact that I could only get crunchy ones, 

but could find very few peanut M&Ms, 

and Kim was delighted with all the peanut 

M&Ms.  

Letôs just hope next year can live up to 

such scintillation! 

 

James Cleverley  

In 2009, GASS Trivia Night returned once again to the 

Christ Church, Hawthorn.  Approximately 100 guests attended 

including GASSies, Stipis, families, friends and Tashwyn.  The 

night raised over $900 going towards a GASS Scholarship. 

This year saw the introduction of GASS Statute 4.1A(3)

(ii) expressly prohibiting the use of electronic devices at Trivia 

Night.  Without the aid of Egonôs laptop, the SAGSE committee 

team was rendered mostly harmless although Warren Pratt did 

perform a credible Michael Jackson impersonation in the Moon-

walk Competition. 

Meanwhile, the team on Table 3 led by the Madden fam-

ily worked together to claim victory in the newspaper tower chal-

lenge.  Their construction stood at a whopping 5.2 metres, that is, 

until Nicola walked into it sending it crashing to the ground.  

Later that night, Julie Madden took out the Yodeling Competition 

for the second time in 3 years. 

The questions came thick and fast ranging from Litera-

ture to History to Architecture to Geography.  Who ever knew 

that Q8 and H80 were countries?  German based questions left 

some teams up the proverbial creek without a paddle, regretting 

their failure to recruit a Stipi onto their table.  In fact most of the 

Stipis combined on a team named ñThe Jensen Loversò (thanks 

Sebastian). 

After 10 rounds of trivia it was the ñPerpetual Motion 

Squadò comprising of Billanook Alumni and Monash German 

students who reigned supreme.  This was due in part to the fact 

that half of their team members are die-hard Harry Potter fans.  

The major prize was a hamper of goodies including a pineapple, 

beauty products, Bundy Rum flag, Botox pens, books, wine and a 

washing basket. 

 

Jensen Lai 

GASS Fruehsport Coordinator 

Kindly hosted by Hannah the Committee 

Elections were held this year on the 6th of 

September. New positions were intro-

duced and hardworking GASSies were 

chosen to fulfil these roles.  

Pizza and sweets keep us going through-

out the evening but Lauraôs blueberry 

muffins in a basket and all were definitely 

a winner.  

Turn the page to see everyone and their 

positions for the coming year and famil-

iarise yourselves with their faces, courtesy 

of Facebook :)  


